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are admittedly diagrammatic, they give the erroneous impression that leaf 
venation may really be like this, and quite standardly so. 


Too often there is a tendency for persons who are confused about things they 
do not understand simply to say that others are confused. On page 214 we read, 
"As to the many systems which have been advanced by the taxonomists, and the 
confusion ever prevailing among the learned in this field of science, how is the 
gardener, and also the horticulturist, affected?'' I submit that it is not the 
devisers of these classification systems or taxonomists in general that are 
confused. The author has gone to great pains to explain that the best solution to 
the problem of classification systems is to follow that of L. H. Bailey as presented 
in his Manual of Cultivated Plants. If the author understands the various classi- 
fication systems he mentions, he should have recognized that Dr. Bailey was 
following Engler's system, withminor modifications, anddid not devise a system 
of his own. Although Plowdenis following Bailey, families discussed in his own 
Manual are not always arranged as they are in Bailey's, particularly in the 
gymnosperms; some genera are not included in the same families as in Bailey's 
Manual, and the genera, especially in the larger families, are not always in the 
order that Bailey followed. 


It occurs to this reviewer that some persons who are concerned with plant 
names and nomenclature might notice that the Latinname of a plant is frequently 
accompanied by the name of the person that gave the plant its scientific name. 
This aspect of nomenclature has been ignored in this book. 


I cannot recommend this book to anyone as an authoritative dictionary of plant 
names, particularly to the layman, who will not recognize its pitfalls, and who 
will not benefit from vague definitions, or who may be misled by muddy or inaccu- 
rate explanations. Other reviewers have pointed out the book's errors in the 
derivation of generic names and specific epithets, but the biggest complaint of all 
is that itis riddled withan incredible number of misspelled words, a defect which 
in itself detracts from its reliability. Anyone who owns a copy of Bailey's Manual 
of Cultivated Plants will have the bulk of the material covered in A Manual of Plant 
Names already provided for him in an accurate account. 


John Ingram 
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